Strictly following the MDM tradition, the conference program stretches over four days and includes the main conference (three days), preceded by a full day of thematic workshops. The organization of such a complex event requires a major effort and we wish to express our sincerest appreciation to the Organizing Committee members for their excellent work.
We would like to express our special appreciation to the program chairs, X. Sean Wang, Cyrus Shahabi, and Michael Gertz. The overall high quality of the conference technical sessions is the result of a complex evaluation process that they have professionally guided.
In addition to the research paper sessions, the main conference includes papers in the industrial track, carefully selected by a dedicated program committee under the supervision of the chairs Dipanjan Chakraborty, and Massimo Valla. MDM 2013 also offers a rich adjunct program: a panel titled "Large-Scale Participatory Urban Sensing: A Fad or Reality?", a Ph.D. Forum, a range of demonstrations, three advanced seminars and several workshops. We would like to express our appreciation to all who contributed to the success of these events: Our special thanks go to the Steering Committee Liason Arkady Zaslavsky, for assisting us through the conference organization, supporting us while making important decisions, and ensuring the continuity of the MDM tradition.
We highly appreciate the invaluable contributions of all other members of the Organizing Committee. Sergio Mascetti devoted really a lot of energy in the many tasks involved in the local organization. Claudio Ardagna offered his service on managing the conference finance and registration. The Proceedings Chair Xing Xie handled the difficult task of the MDM proceedings preparation. Publicity Chairs Man Lung Yiu, Spiros Bakiras, and Christos Efstratiou contributed to this year's success by widely advertising the conference. The Web Chair Dragan Ahmetovic was responsive and professional in setting up and keeping up to date the web site. MDM 2013 could not be successful without their contribution.
We would also like to thank for the support that the conference received from public institutions and industry. We wish to thank the University of Milan for hosting the event on its main campus, IBM Research, STMicroelectronics, Telecom Italia and the Department of Computer Science of the University of Milan for their financial support. We thank Google and NSF for providing student travel grants. We also thank the local institutions (Lombardy Region, Municipality and Province of Milan) for their patronage of the event.
x Finally, we wish to thank all the researchers who submitted papers to the MDM 2013 events. We hope that all the participants have a very enjoyable and fruitful experience at MDM 2013 and they also find some time to appreciate the vibrant life in Milan.
